
Name: _____________________________________________  Date: ________________  Block:________

TP-CASTT Strategy: Poetry Analysis
Activity – Close Reading and Analysis

*TP-CASTT is an acronym for a strategy to analyze poetry.  An acronym is a word formed from the beginning letter of words and pronounced as a separate word.  It is used here as a way of remembering a strategy.
Title of Song:  “Smells Like Teen Spirit”

Author:  Nirvana
T – Title:  Make a prediction.  What do you think the title means BEFORE you read the poem?

P – Paraphrase:  Restate the main ideas of the poem in your own words (similar to a translation).  
Section 1 – Lines 1-2 Our generation (x) needs to come together and rebel against all things fake.  Ln.3-4 He seems to comment on women’s roles and how confidence is portrayed as a bad thing.  Ln.5-6 Hello = ignored and alone.
Chorus – Ln.1 You can’t see reality with the lights on (fake to your face in the light but true self comes out when vulnerable in the dark).  Ln.2 & 4 We are here and not a problem for you to sweep under the rug so listen to us/do something.  Ln.3 We feel ignored and frustrated. Ln.5-6 We are outcasts / don’t fit into society’s mold  Ln.7 Society is a parasite draining our future/potential/happiness/etc.  Ln.8 Our desires and needs: acceptance and freedom from conformity.
Section 2 – Ln.1-2 We’re not perfect, no one is but it makes us unique.  Be yourself and don’t apologize for it.  Ln.3-4  We’re not the first or last of our kind.
Section 3 – Ln. 1-2  I’m unsure of why I just go through the motions of life but it’s because society tells me this is what I’m supposed to do and it should make me happy (but it doesn’t).  Ln. 3-4  It’s hard for us to fit in.  It’s hard to find our true identity. Not that it seems to matter so we give up.
Coda – (You do!  Denial is ignoring the obvious reality right in front of your face.  Why do you think he wrote this as the last line and repeated it 9 times?)
C – Connotation:  What words or phrases suggest something beyond their literal meanings?  What do you think the poet is really saying in this poem?  Go beyond the literal meanings (denotation) or the plot of the poem.  (Think symbolism.)

A – Attitude:  Describe the speaker’s attitude (tone).  Use specific adjectives to describe your ideas and support from the text.

S – Shifts:  Describe where the poem appears to shift, either in subject, speaker, or tone.

T – Title:  Re-examine the title.  What do you think if means NOW in the context of the poem?

T – Theme:  What do you think is the underlying message about life expressed in this poem?


REFLECTION:  How does the TP-CASTT strategy assist you to make meaning of a complex song or poem?  Be specific.  
