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TP-CASTT Strategy: Poetry Analysis
Activity – Close Reading and Analysis

*TP-CASTT is an acronym for a strategy to analyze poetry.  An acronym is a word formed from the beginning letter of words and pronounced as a separate word.  It is used here as a way of remembering a strategy.
Title of Poem:  “The Road Not Taken”

Author:  Robert Frost

T – Title:  Make a prediction.  What do you think the title means BEFORE you read the poem?

P – Paraphrase:  Restate the main ideas of the poem in your own words.  
Stanza 1 – The author is at a cross roads in his life and has to make a decision.  The road he is considering may be a risk.
Stanza 2 – 

Stanza 3 – 

Stanza 4 – 
C – Connotation:  What words or phrases suggest something beyond their literal meanings?  What do you think the poet is really saying in this poem?  Go beyond the literal meanings (denotation) or the plot of the poem.  (Think symbolism.)

A – Attitude:  Describe the speaker’s attitude (tone).  Use specific adjectives to describe your ideas and support from the text.

S – Shifts:  Describe where the poem appears to shift, either in subject, speaker, or tone.

T – Title:  Re-examine the title.  What do you think if means NOW in the context of the poem?

T – Theme:  What do you think is the underlying message about life expressed in this poem?


REFLECTION:  How does the TP-CASTT strategy assist you to make meaning of a complex poem?  Be specific.  
