CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS – POETRY ANALYSIS
Directions:  Choose: 1a OR 1b + 2a OR 2b + 3.  (Write on your own paper or on the back of this.)  You may also do the extra credit if you wish.  
We are also now switching gears away from ACES and toward SER in the interest of time on the FSA:  Statement (answer) + Evidence (quote to back it up) + Reasoning (how does your quote prove the answer and take it deeper – think inference).
*******************

Text:  “Smells Like Teen Spirit” (song)
1a. (Words/Phrases)  What is the effect of the repetition of the word “hello” throughout the song?
1b.  (Tone)  Read this phrase from the text:

“And I forget just why I taste

Oh yeah, I guess it makes me smile”

How does this phrase affect the tone of the song?
Text:  “The Road Not Taken” (poem)
2a.  (Words/Phrases)  The author describes a character looking at “two roads diverged in a yellow wood” and choosing “the one less traveled by.”  How does this word choice impact the meaning of the poem?

2b.  (Tone)  Read this phrase from the text:

“Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.”

How does this phrase affect the tone of the poem?
Text:  Both “Smells Like Teen Spirit” (song) and “The Road Not Taken” (poem)
3. (Theme) Each work features the theme of conformity.  How is this theme treated similarly and differently in each work?
**********************
Extra Credit: In the poem, “The Road Not Taken,” why do you think the speaker is ambiguous (vague / not specific) about whether or not he's happy with his choice?  Do you think this choice is on purpose?  What effect does it have on the reader?
